Luther and Gospel Preaching
How do you think of the phrase “WORD OF GOD”?
Genesis 15:1-6
1 Samuel 3:1,7, 19-21
Psalm 18:30; Psalm 33:4-6
Jeremiah 1:4-10

John 1:1-3
Acts 6:7; 12:24; 13:49; 19:20
1 Thessalonians 1:8-13
Hebrews 4:12; 13:7

The Threefold Word: Christ, Scripture, Preaching
“Christ is completely wrapped in the Scriptures, just as the babe is wrapped in
swaddling clothes. Preaching is the manger in which he lies and is apprehended,
and from which we take our food.” -- Luther's Sermon on Luke 2

There are three forms of the one divine Word
Therefore...
“Tis a right excellent thing, that every honest pastor’s and preacher’s mouth is
Christ’s mouth, and his word and forgiveness is Christ’s word and forgiveness… For
the office is not the pastor’s or preacher’s but God’s; and the Word which he
preacheth is likewise not the pastor’s and preacher’s but God’s."
“[God] condescends to enter the mouth of every Christian who professes the faith.”
[Therefore preaching must be] “believed as though God’s own voice were
resounding from heaven” (LW24, 66)

Really? Yes! Matthew 10:40; Luke 10:16; John 20:24-31

Ministry of the Keys (Matthew 16:17-19; John 20:21-23)
[Jesus says,] “Peter’s mouth is my mouth, and his tongue is my key case. His
office is my office, his binding and loosing are my binding and loosing. His keys are
my keys, and I have no others, nor do I know of any others.” (LW40, 365)
“God has no other way to forgive sins than through the spoken Word, as he
commanded us. [For] if you do not look for forgiveness through the Word, you will
gape toward heaven in vain for grace, or (as they say), for a sense of inner
forgiveness.” (LW40, 366]
"To preach Christ means to feed the soul, make it righteous, set it free, and save it,
provided it believes the preaching" Luther, Freedom of the Christian

When are my words God’s words?
When Christ is proclaimed biblically.

DISCUSS: If this is true, how will it affect the manner of our preaching?

The Content of our Preaching
Christ must be proclaimed biblically
John 5:37-46
Luke 24:44-49
Our job is not to speak about the Bible.
Our job is to speak about what the Bible speaks about: Christ!

Law - Gospel
Just as Christ - the Word - has a shape to His life, so does Preaching
Remember Jeremiah 1:10; Hebrews 4:12
See also Isaiah 6 and 2 Corinthians 3:6ff
“The law uncovers sin; it makes the sinner guilty and sick; indeed, it proves him to
be under condemnation... The gospel offers grace and forgives sin; it cures the
sickness and leads to salvation." (Romans Commentary)

If salvation is extra nos (ie it comes from outside ourselves) then Law-Gospel preaching is
what ensures that we proclaim where our true hope resides: not in us, our will, our works,
our flesh; but only in Christ and His redemption.

The Real Presence of Christ - in, with and under the Word
Preaching is just like Communion (and vice versa) 1 Corinthians 11:26

Therefore, what is Application?
The Freedom of the Christian: "I believe that it has now become clear that it is not
enough or in any sense Christian to preach the works, life, and words of Christ as
historical facts, as if the knowledge of these would suffice for the conduct of life; yet
this is the fashion among those who must today be regarded as our best preachers.
Far less is it sufficient or Christian to say nothing at all about Christ and to teach
instead the laws of men and the decrees of the fathers....Rather ought Christ to be
preached to the end that faith in him may be established, that he may not only be
Christ, but be Christ for you and me, and that what is said of him and is denoted in
his name may be effectual in us. Such faith is produced and preserved in us by
preaching why Christ came, what he brought and bestowed, what benefit it is to us
to accept him." (LW 31.357)
What to Look for and Expect in the Gospels: “The chief article and foundation of
the gospel is that before you take Christ as an example, you accept and recognize
him as a gift, as a present that God has given you and that is your own. This means
that when you see or hear of Christ doing or suffering something, you do not doubt
that Christ himself, with his deeds and suffering, belongs to you. On this you may
depend as surely as if you had done it yourself; indeed as if you were Christ
himself."
"Preaching is naught other but an offering and presentation of Christ." Luther
(LW39, 183)

Application is, primarily, driving home Christ to the end that He is trusted.

We offer CHRIST, not Cool, Credibility, Creeds or Courses

DISCUSS: If this is true how will it affect the content of our preaching?

The Method of our Preaching
Christ must be proclaimed biblically
Acts 17:11
1 John 4:1-3
“For whatever departs from the word of God (which is the only way, as Christ says,
‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life’, however well and beautifully it may glitter,
is without question error, lie, and death. It is without the word of God, that is, without
the way, the truth, and the life. And what need would we have of the word if we
could find ways for ourselves without it?” (LW 41, 215)

Christ must be proclaimed biblically

Like the Easter angels, preachers "must be sent from heaven" (Easter sermon)
The bible doesn't need experts, it creates heralds.
Jeremiah 20:9
1 Corinthians 9:16
2 Corinthians 4:13
2 Corinthians 5:14-21

The preacher is never capable of speaking of Christ. They're incapable of doing otherwise.

DISCUSS: If this is true how will it affect the method of our preaching?

Sample Sermon on John 1:29
It would be spectacular and amazing, prompting all the world to open its ears and eyes,
mouth and nose in uncomprehending wonderment, if some king’s son were to appear in a
beggar’s home to nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth, and do everything else the
beggar would have to do. Would this not be profound humility? Any spectator or any
beneficiary of this honor would feel impelled to admit that he had seen or experienced
something unusual and extraordinary, something magnificent.
But what is a king or an emperor compared with the Son of God? Furthermore, what is a
beggar’s filth or stench compared with the filth of sin which is ours by nature, stinking a
hundred times worse and looking infinitely more repulsive to God than any foul matter
found in a hospital?
And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such magnitude that the greater the filth and
stench of our sins, the more He befriends us.
For how amazing it is that the Son of God becomes my servant, that He humbles Himself
so, that He cumbers Himself with my misery and sin. . . . He says to me: “You are no
longer a sinner, but I am. I am your substitute. You have not sinned, but I have. The entire
world is in sin. However, you are not in sin; but I am. All your sins are to rest on Me and
not on you.” No one can comprehend this. In yonder life our eyes will feast forever on this
love of God.

DISCUSS
What is Luther trying to do in his preaching here?
How does he do it?
What can we learn?

